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In recent years, the rapid growth of digital platforms and social media has fundamentally transformed
how individuals interact, communicate, and learn (Aziz et al., 2020; Chew & Cerbin, 2021; Mahfud et
al.,, 2024). Among university students, this transformation is closely associated with increased exposure
to influencer-generated content, which often features informal, expressive, and emotionally driven
language styles (Pellas et al., 2017; Putrayasa et al., 2024). While such content is effective in engaging
audiences, its linguistic characteristics may conflict with the conventions of academic writing,
particularly in English descriptive texts that require clarity, coherence, and objectivity. Despite the
growing prevalence of this phenomenon, the extent to which influencer-generated digital content
shapes students’ academic writing practices remains insufficiently explored.

Influencers, defined as individuals who shape opinions and communication practices through social
media platforms, often employ narrative and informal language strategies to enhance audience
engagement. These strategies, however, differ markedly from the structured and objective language
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expected in academic contexts (Tenaja & Oco, 2023; Unalmis et al., 2024). As students regularly
consume such content, they may internalize informal linguistic patterns, leading to a blending of social
media language with academic writing norms. This issue is particularly evident in descriptive writing,
where students must balance expressive language with formal structure, precise vocabulary, and
logical organization. Previous studies suggest that while digital media exposure may foster creativity,
it may simultaneously reduce academic accuracy and coherence (Ghouali & Benmoussat, 2019; Nkhi,
2023), indicating a potential tension between creativity and academic rigor.

The integration of digital content into students’ daily lives has also altered their habitual language
use. Platforms such as Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter encourage the use of colloquial expressions,
emotionally charged language, and informal sentence structures, which may not align with academic
writing conventions. As a result, students often face difficulties when transitioning from informal
digital communication to formal academic tasks. This challenge highlights the growing importance of
digital literacy, particularly students’ ability to critically evaluate digital content and adapt their
language use to different communicative contexts (Cintamulya et al., 2023; Yundayani et al., 2020).
Without adequate digital literacy, students may struggle to distinguish between acceptable informal
expression and the demands of academic writing.

Beyond linguistic style, the emotional tone or sentiment embedded in digital content may also
influence students’ writing practices. Sentiment plays a role in shaping emotional and cognitive
engagement, which can affect motivation, idea development, and writing style. Sentiment analysis
using Natural Language Processing (NLP) techniques offers a systematic approach to examining how
emotional tones in digital content positive, neutral, or negative relate to students’ writing outcomes.
NLP enables large-scale and objective analysis of textual data, providing insights into how students’
exposure to emotionally charged content influences vocabulary choice, sentence construction, and
overall textual tone. However, empirical studies that integrate sentiment analysis with academic
writing research remain limited (Bal et al., 2024).

Existing research on digital media in education has largely emphasized its positive contributions,
such as increased creativity, engagement, and motivation (Castillo-Cuesta et al., 2021; Kaeophanuek et
al,, 2019). Nevertheless, fewer studies have examined the potential negative implications of digital
content exposure, particularly the adoption of informal writing styles that may undermine academic
writing quality. Although previous literature acknowledges the relevance of sentiment and emotional
engagement in learning processes, its specific impact on descriptive academic writing has not been
adequately addressed. This gap suggests the need for a more nuanced investigation that considers both
linguistic and emotional dimensions of digital content.

Several instructional approaches, including digital storytelling, have been proposed to address
challenges in students’ writing development. Digital storytelling has been shown to enhance students’
writing skills by encouraging creative and narrative expression (Alazemi et al., 2019; Bhowmik et al.,
2023). While these approaches demonstrate the potential of digital tools to support writing
development, they do not specifically examine the influence of influencer-generated content or the
role of sentiment in shaping students’ writing styles. Consequently, the direct impact of influencer-
produced digital content on descriptive writing remains underexplored.

Another critical factor influencing students’ writing practices is digital literacy. Digital and
information literacy enable students to critically assess digital content, manage information effectively,
and adapt their language use to academic contexts (Camacho et al., 2021). In the context of influencer-
generated content, digital literacy becomes essential in helping students navigate the tension between
informal digital language and formal academic writing. Integrating sentiment analysis through NLP
provides an innovative means to examine how students respond to emotionally charged digital content
and how their level of digital literacy moderates this influence.

Based on these considerations, this study aims to explore the influence of influencer-generated
digital content on the descriptive writing skills of students at Universitas Muhammadiyah Gorontalo
and IAIN Sultan Amai Gorontalo. By applying sentiment analysis to examine the emotional tone of
digital content and its relationship with students’ writing practices, this study seeks to address gaps in
existing literature and offer empirical insights into how digital content, sentiment, and digital literacy
interact in shaping academic writing. The findings are expected to contribute to writing pedagogy by
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informing instructional strategies that support students in balancing creative expression with
academic conventions in the digital era.

The method employed in this study was a quantitative approach with a cross-sectional study design
(Montgomery, 2013). This design was chosen because it allows data to be collected at a single point in
time, enabling the researchers to describe the relationship between exposure to digital content and
changes in students’ descriptive writing skills. This approach also makes it possible to identify shifts in
students’ writing styles after being exposed to influencer-generated digital content, which often
contains elements of positive, neutral, or negative sentiment.

This study employed a quantitative design with a cross-sectional approach to measure the influence of
digital content on students’ descriptive writing styles. The research population consisted of students
from Universitas Muhammadiyah Gorontalo and IAIN Sultan Amai Gorontalo who actively use social
media and are exposed to influencer-generated digital content. The study sample comprised 63
students, selected through purposive sampling based on specific criteria, namely students who are
actively engaged in social media use and frequently exposed to influencer content on platforms such
as Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter.

In this study, two primary instruments were employed to collect data: semi-structured interviews and
a Likert-scale questionnaire. The interviews were conducted to explore students’ perceptions of how
they felt influenced by the content they consumed, as well as how such content affected their writing
style, particularly in descriptive writing. These interviews also provided students with the opportunity
to express their personal experiences regarding changes in language style and sentence structure after
being exposed to digital content.

The Likert-scale questionnaire was used to measure various aspects of students’ descriptive writing,
including language style, vocabulary choice, sentence coherence, and writing structure. The
questionnaire consisted of several statements covering these dimensions, and students were asked to
rate their agreement with each statement on a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 indicated “strongly disagree”
and 5 indicated “strongly agree.” This instrument aimed to assess the extent to which digital content
whether positive, neutral, or negative influences students’ writing style.

Data collection was conducted in two main stages. The first stage involved the distribution of
questionnaires to all selected respondents. These questionnaires were designed to measure students’
perceptions of the influence of influencer-generated digital content on their writing, as well as the
amount of time they spent consuming social media. Students were asked to complete the
questionnaires honestly based on their personal experiences.

The second stage involved interviews with several selected students after they had completed the
questionnaires. The purpose of these interviews was to provide deeper insights into how students
perceived changes in their writing style after being exposed to influencer-generated digital content.
The interviews also offered students the opportunity to elaborate in more detail on how the sentiment
contained in digital content (positive, neutral, or negative) could influence their language style and the
overall quality of their writing.

After data collection, the analysis was carried out using descriptive and quantitative statistical
methods. Descriptive analysis was used to describe the distribution of data obtained from the
questionnaires, such as the mean, standard deviation, and frequency distribution for each measured
variable. To analyze the relationship between sentiment in digital content and students’ writing
quality, Pearson correlation analysis was conducted. This correlation test aimed to identify the extent
to which exposure to digital content with positive sentiment was associated with improvements in
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writing quality, particularly in terms of creativity, idea organization, and the use of more varied
vocabulary.

In addition, sentiment analysis was conducted using Natural Language Processing (NLP) technology
to evaluate the texts to which students were exposed. The sentiment contained in the digital content
consumed by students was analyzed based on three categories: positive, neutral, and negative. Through
this analysis, researchers were able to examine how differences in the types of sentiment in digital
content influence students’ writing styles.

In this section, the research findings regarding the influence of digital content produced by influencers
on students’ writing styles in descriptive texts are presented. The data used in this study were obtained
through interviews, observations, and questionnaire analyses involving (n=63) students from
Muhammadiyah University of Gorontalo and IAIN Sultan Amai Gorontalo. The analysis process
included descriptive statistics, sentiment analysis, correlation tests, and chi-square tests, providing a
comprehensive overview of the relationship between exposure to digital content and the quality of
students’ writing.

Descriptive statistical analysis was conducted to identify patterns in the distribution of data related to
the variables examined in this study. The main variables measured were the influence of digital content
on students’ writing styles and the changes that occurred after they were exposed to influencer-
generated digital content. Based on the results of the questionnaire administered to 63 students, it was
found that most students felt strongly influenced by digital content, particularly in terms of language
style, sentence structure, and vocabulary choice. The results of the descriptive statistical calculations
are presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics for Assessment Variables

Variable N Minimum Maximum Mean Standard
Deviation

Preference or Language Style 63 2 5 419 0.877
Adopting a Language Style 63 2 5 3.97 0.861
The Influence of Content on Writing 63 3 5 419 0.840
Style
Imitating the Language Style/Emoji of 63 2 5 4.00 0.898
Influencers
Time Spent on Social Media per Day 63 2 5 3.51 0.914
Assessment of Sentence Structure 63 2 5 4.06 0.931
Assessment of Vocabulary 63 3 5 4.08 0.867
Assessment of Coherence and Cohesion 63 2 5 4.05 0.888
Assessment of Detail and Description 63 2 5 433 0.880
Total Score for Variable Y 63 9 20 16.52 3.393

From Table 1, it is reported that the mean scores for most variables indicate that students feel
strongly influenced by digital content, particularly in terms of language style, sentence structure, and
vocabulary choice. The majority of students reported feeling exposed to content produced by
influencers, especially in aspects of self-expression, creativity, and writing structure.

This study found that exposure to influencer content with an informal and expressive language style
altered the way students write, leading them to rely more on free vocabulary and adopt a more creative
writing style. Conversely, students exposed to influencer content with a more formal and objective
writing style reported that their writing became more structured and formal, indicating that the
influence of language style can reinforce structure and precision in their writing.

The interview findings support these results, as reported by students who follow influencer Jerome
Polin, stating that they feel more expressive in writing and tend to use a more relaxed and informal
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language style. In contrast, students who follow influencer Najwa Shihab reported that their writing is
more formal and structured, consistent with the language style employed by the influencer.

Previous research supports these findings, (Buwono & Dewantara, 2020) It has been highlighted that
positive sentiment in digital content can foster increased student engagement and motivation, which
in turn may lead to improved writing performance. They demonstrated that exposure to positive digital
content can encourage students to be more creative and productive in their writing. This aligns with
the findings of the present study, where exposure to positive content enhanced the quality of students’
writing, particularly in terms of creativity and sentence structure.

On the other hand, (Diana & Santika, 2020; Fawzy et al., 2023) They emphasize that exposure to
informal digital content can influence students’ linguistic habits, often leading to the adoption of a
more informal language style. They note that although this may enhance creativity, it can also reduce
precision in academic writing. This aligns with the findings of the present study, where students
exposed to informal content tended to emulate a freer and more expressive writing style, which may
compromise the quality of their academic writing if not properly guided.

The results of the Pearson correlation test between the influence of digital content (variable X) and
students’ writing quality (variable Y) indicate a highly significant relationship. The correlation value
obtained was 0.950, suggesting that the greater the students’ exposure to digital content with positive
sentiment, the better their writing quality in descriptive texts. These findings confirm the hypothesis
that the sentiment contained in digital content can influence students’ academic writing quality.
Furthermore, the results demonstrate a very strong relationship between the two variables, as
evidenced by a significance value of 0.001. Overall, these results indicate that exposure to digital
content has a direct impact on students’ writing abilities, particularly in the context of descriptive
writing.

Table 2. Pearson Correlation between Digital Content Influence and Students’ Writing Skills

Variable Total Score X Total Score Y
Digital Content Influence (X) Pearson Correlation 1
Sig. (2-tailed) 0.001
N 63
Students’ Writing Skills (Y) Pearson Correlation 0.950**
Sig. (2-tailed) 0.001
N 63

This high correlation value (0.950) indicates a very strong relationship between the digital content
consumed by students and the quality of their writing. Exposure to positive digital content, which often
includes elements of motivation and creativity, directly contributes to the improvement of students’
writing quality. In this context, positive sentiment in digital content plays a crucial role in enhancing
creativity, word choice, and even sentence structure in descriptive writing. Further details can be seen
in Figure 1 below.

This very strong correlation (r = 0.950) indicates that frequent exposure to digital content with
positive sentiment is closely associated with higher writing quality, particularly in creativity,
vocabulary use, and sentence structure. Students who consume positively framed content tend to
demonstrate richer word choice, clearer idea organization, and more expressive yet structured
descriptive writing, supporting previous findings that positive digital sentiment can motivate more
innovative writing practices (Galaresa & Sundari, 2019; Hastuti, 2021). At the same time, digital
content—especially influencer-generated material with informal language can shape students’
linguistic habits (Yao et al., 2024). These results also highlight the role of emotional engagement in the
writing process, as emotionally positive content appears to enhance students’ cognitive involvement
and writing performance, extending earlier research on digital storytelling and critical thinking in
writing development (Wahid & Sudirman, 2023).
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Figure 1. The Relationship between Digital Content Influence and Students’ Writing Skills

Sentiment analysis was conducted to investigate how sentiment in digital content consumed by
students influences the quality of their writing. Data obtained from the analysis of review texts indicate
a significant relationship between the sentiment contained in digital content and students’ writing
outcomes. This analysis employed Natural Language Processing (NLP) methods to assess whether the
sentiment in texts consumed by students, such as those produced by influencers, affects their writing
quality. In this study, 10 review texts selected as samples were analyzed to identify the sentiment
contained within them, categorized as positive, neutral, or negative. The following presents the results
of the sentiment analysis on the review texts consumed by students:

Table 3. Sentiment in Review Texts

No. Text NLP Sentiment

"My visit to Bali was very enjoyable! The beaches are beautiful ..

1 . 2 e Positive
and the local food is delicious.
"l just tried a new place in Jakarta; the atmosphere is

2 L0 » Neutral
comfortable, but the service is slow.

3 Today, I st1'1'1 started work even though it was actually Neutral
exhausting.

4 " After practicing all day, I feel very satisfied and healthier!" Positive

5  "Today's shooting activities were very exhausting, but fun!"” Positive

6 " The weather here is extremely hot, not comfortable at all." Negative
" The food at this restaurant is delicious, but the prices are too

7 o w Neutral
expensive..

8 " Hanging out with friends is really enjoyable." Positive
" The view from the top of this mountain is amazing, very .

9 . Positive
satisfying!
" There are so many tourists here, so it’s a bit difficult to enjoy .

10 . " Negative
this place peacefully.

The selected texts reflect various levels of sentiment positive, neutral, and negative commonly
found on social media or in content produced by influencers. The results of this analysis indicate that
content with positive sentiment has a stronger impact on students’ writing quality. Conversely, content
with neutral or negative sentiment tends to produce more formal and structured writing, suggesting
that the type of content consumed influences the writing style produced.
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Furthermore, Table 3 presents a cross-tabulation between the sentiment of digital content
consumed by students and the quality of their writing. These results provide a more detailed view of
the relationship between sentiment type and students’ writing quality.

Table 4. Cross-tabulation of NLP Sentiment Analysis on Content and Writing Quality

Writing Quality Categories Total
Low Medium High
NLP Content Sentiment Positive 0 0 35 35
Neutral 0 14 7 21
Negative 2 5 0 7
Total 2 19 42 63

In Table 4 above, it can be seen that the majority of students exposed to content with positive
sentiment produced high-quality writing (35 students). Conversely, students exposed to content with
neutral sentiment produced writing of moderate quality, while students exposed to content with
negative sentiment produced low-quality writing. Further details can be seen in Figure 2 below:

35
|

= High Quality
Medium Quality
—e— Low Quality

30
|

25

20
1

Writing Quality

10

T T T
Positive Neutral Negative

Sentiment

Figure 2. NLP Sentiment Analysis on Content and Writing Skills Quality

Based on these results, it can be observed that the majority of students exposed to content with
positive sentiment produced high-quality writing (35 students). Conversely, students exposed to
content with neutral sentiment produced writing of moderate quality, while students exposed to
content with negative sentiment produced low-quality writing.

These findings confirm that the sentiment in digital content consumed by students plays a
significant role in shaping their writing quality. Content with positive sentiment appears to enhance
students’ motivation and creativity in writing, contributing to improved quality of their work.
Meanwhile, content with neutral or negative sentiment tends to result in more structured and formal
writing, which may indicate reduced emotional engagement of students in their writing tasks.

Findings from interviews and observations of students also support the sentiment analysis results.
Some students who follow influencers with an informal language style, such as Jerome Polin, reported
feeling more expressive and freer in their writing. They tend to use a more relaxed language and
include emojis in their texts. Conversely, students who follow influencers with a formal style, such as
Najwa Shihab, felt that their writing became more structured and formal. This indicates that the
sentiment contained in influencer content influences students’ writing styles, both in terms of self-
expression and writing precision. (Vo & Pham, 2019; Yanti et al., 2020) found that positive sentiment
in digital content can promote better writing outcomes, as it enhances students’ emotional
engagement with the learning material. On the other hand, negative sentiment tends to reduce
engagement and motivation, which may hinder writing quality (Li et al., 2024; Melton et al., 2021). The
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findings of this study reinforce these results, indicating that the sentiment in digital content consumed
by students significantly influences the quality of their writing.

The findings of this study reinforce these results, indicating that the sentiment in digital content
consumed by students significantly influences the quality of their writing. (Nuriah et al., 2023;
Purnamasari et al., 2021) It explains that students’ ability to effectively utilize digital tools is associated
with improvements in their writing quality. Good digital literacy enables students to access, manage,
and critically evaluate various types of digital content, which in turn can influence the quality of their
writing. However, exposure to informal digital content, such as that commonly found on social media
platforms, may lead to the adoption of language styles that are less aligned with academic writing
standards, potentially reducing the quality of their work.

Overall, the NLP-based sentiment analysis in this study provides valuable insights into how
exposure to digital content affects students’ writing quality. The results indicate that positive
sentiment in digital content can enhance students’ writing quality, whereas neutral or negative
sentiment tends to produce more formal and structured writing. These findings make an important
contribution to writing education, particularly in developing teaching strategies that help students
balance creativity and precision in their academic writing.

To analyze the deeper relationship between sentiment in digital content and students’ writing quality,
this study employed the chi-square test. The chi-square test was used to determine whether there is a
significant relationship between the type of sentiment in digital content consumed by students and
the quality of their writing. The results of the chi-square test indicated a highly significant relationship
between the two variables, namely digital content sentiment and students’ writing quality.

Table 4. Chi-Square Test for the Influence of Content Sentiment on Writing Quality

Uji Chi-Square Score df Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed)
Pearson Chi-Square 53.789 4 0.001
Likelihood Ratio 58.300 4 0.001
Linear-by-Linear Association 41.665 1 0.000
N of Valid Cases 63

Based on the chi-square test results, the Pearson Chi-Square value was 53.789 with a very low
significance level of 0.001. This indicates a highly significant relationship between the type of
sentiment in digital content consumed by students and the quality of their writing. The low significance
value (p < 0.05) further reinforces the finding that sentiment in digital content has a direct impact on
students’ academic writing quality. In other words, the type of sentiment present in the content
students consume influences how they write, including aspects of creative expression, structure, and
writing accuracy.

The results of this chi-square test support previous findings indicating that sentiment in digital
content not only influences students’ creativity but also improves the overall quality of their writing.
Writing influenced by positive sentiment tends to result in higher-quality output, particularly in the
context of descriptive writing, which requires clear, organized, and detailed depiction. Conversely,
exposure to digital content with neutral or negative sentiment is more likely to produce more formal
writing, with rigid structure and less reliance on self-expression.

Positive sentiment in digital content, commonly found on social media platforms managed by
influencers, has a significant impact on students’ writing quality. Content with positive sentiment often
includes motivational elements, emotional support, and inspiring language, which can enhance
students’ confidence in writing. For instance, students exposed to digital content with positive
sentiment report improvements in their ability to construct sentences more creatively and
expressively, as reflected in the quality of their writing. This aligns with the findings of (Khaira et al.,
2020) which indicates that positive sentiment in digital content can stimulate higher emotional
engagement, which in turn positively affects writing quality.
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As an illustration, students who follow influencers like Jerome Polin, known for his casual and
expressive language style, reported feeling freer and more confident in their writing. This relaxed and
less formally structured language allows them to express their ideas more creatively, without being
constrained by the rigidity often found in formal academic writing. This demonstrates that positive
influence in digital content can help students expand the ways they express themselves through
writing (Parlika et al., 2020; Syifa et al., 2022).

On the other hand, content with neutral or negative sentiment tends to produce writing that is more
formal and structured, but with lower quality in terms of creativity and expression. Students exposed
to content with neutral or negative sentiment tend to focus more on delivering information objectively
and in an organized manner, yet they are less able to develop a freer and more creative writing style.
Digital content with negative sentiment often emphasizes criticism or problems, which can reduce
students’ emotional engagement in their writing.

Previous studies, such as those by Alkaab (Alkaab, 2024; Rasyidah et al., 2020) , have shown that
negative or neutral sentiment in digital content can limit students’ freedom of expression and
encourage them to write in a more formal and structured style. These findings are further reinforced
by the sentiment analysis results in this study, which indicate that exposure to content with negative
sentiment tends to reduce students’ creativity, as reflected in a decline in their writing quality.

The chi-square test results, which show a highly significant relationship between digital content
sentiment and students’ writing quality, support existing literature on the influence of sentiment on
student engagement and writing quality. Content with positive sentiment not only enhances students’
creativity but also encourages them to produce higher-quality writing. Conversely, content with
neutral or negative sentiment tends to result in more structured writing that is less expressive and
creative.

These findings have important implications for writing education in the digital era. Given that
students are heavily exposed to various types of digital content, it is crucial for educators to understand
how sentiment in this content influences students’ writing style and quality. Implementing teaching
strategies that leverage positive digital content can enhance students’ writing quality, especially in
descriptive writing, which requires a balance between creativity and precision (Syifa et al., 2022).
Therefore, educators need to design more holistic teaching strategies that combine the positive
influence of digital content with formal academic writing skills.

The findings of this study indicate that exposure to influencer-generated digital content is
associated with variations in students’ descriptive writing styles, particularly in creativity, vocabulary
use, and sentence structure. Rather than suggesting a direct causal relationship, these results highlight
a meaningful association between the type of digital content students consume and their perceived
writing practices. This finding reflects broader changes in communication patterns in the digital era,
where informal and expressive language increasingly coexists with academic writing demands. The
discussion therefore focuses on interpreting these associations within the limits of a cross-sectional
design, while situating the findings in relevant educational and linguistic contexts.

The results show that a large proportion of students reported changes in their writing style after
exposure to influencer-generated digital content, particularly in terms of creativity, vocabulary choice,
and sentence structure. Students who regularly consumed informal and expressive digital content
tended to perceive their writing as more flexible and creative, whereas those exposed to more formal
content reported increased attention to structure and organization (Kusuma, 2020). These findings are
consistent with Manurung et al. (2024), who reported that digital media exposure often encourages
relaxed language use that may diverge from formal grammatical conventions. While such exposure
may enhance expressive writing, it also raises concerns regarding academic accuracy and consistency,
as noted by Buwono and Dewantara (2020) and Sutadi (2020).

However, these findings should be interpreted cautiously, as the reported changes are based on
students’ perceptions rather than direct textual analysis of their written work. Moreover, the observed
associations do not imply that digital content alone determines students’ writing styles. Instead, the

Journal homepage: https://jurnal.iicet.org/index.php/jppi



Lamusu, A.S., et al JPPI (Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan Indonesia)
Vol. 11, No. 4, 2025, pp. 531-544
540

findings suggest that frequent exposure to certain linguistic patterns may influence students’
preferences and habits when composing descriptive texts. This highlights the ongoing challenge
students face in shifting between informal digital writing and formal academic conventions.

The analysis indicates a significant association between exposure to digital content with positive
sentiment and higher perceived writing quality, particularly in creativity, idea organization, and
sentence construction. Pearson correlation results suggest that students exposed to positive digital
content tend to report greater motivation and confidence when writing. These findings align with
previous studies emphasizing the role of positive emotional input in enhancing writing motivation and
self-efficacy (Mushoffa et al., 2019; Puspitaloka, 2019).

Positive sentiment may contribute to deeper emotional engagement during the writing process,
which is especially relevant in descriptive writing that requires vivid and coherent expression (Irwanto
et al,, 2020). Nevertheless, this relationship should not be interpreted as evidence that positive
sentiment inherently leads to superior academic writing. Rather, positive emotional engagement
appears to support expressive aspects of writing, which may or may not align with academic standards
depending on students’ ability to regulate their language use.

In contrast, exposure to digital content with neutral or negative sentiment was associated with writing
that students perceived as more structured but less expressive. Neutral content appears to encourage
an objective and informational writing style, which may reduce emotional involvement in the writing
process. This finding corresponds with previous research suggesting that limited emotional
engagement can constrain expressive language use (Astiantih & Akfan, 2023; Girmen et al., 2019;
Winasis, 2020).

Negative sentiment, meanwhile, may evoke cautious or defensive responses in students’ writing. As
noted by Febriana et al. (2023), Jufrida et al. (2021), and Kurniawan et al. (2024), exposure to negatively
charged content can lead students to prioritize logical structure and accuracy over creativity. While
such writing may align more closely with formal academic conventions, it may also limit descriptive
richness and flexibility. These findings suggest that sentiment influences not only emotional
engagement but also stylistic choices in writing.

The findings further indicate that sentiment in digital content plays a role in shaping students’
emotional engagement with writing tasks. Students exposed to positive sentiment reported higher
motivation and openness in expressing ideas, which may contribute to more developed and detailed
descriptive texts. This observation is consistent with previous research emphasizing the role of
emotional intelligence and affective factors in learning and writing development (Susilaningsih et al.,
2020; Yundayani et al., 2020). Conversely, exposure to neutral or negative content was associated with
more mechanical writing approaches and reduced expressiveness, supporting the findings of Djaling
and Purba (2020).

However, emotional engagement alone does not guarantee high-quality academic writing. Without
sufficient awareness of academic conventions, increased expressiveness may result in writing that
deviates from expected formal standards. This underscores the need to balance emotional involvement
with linguistic and structural control.

Digital literacy emerged as an important contextual factor in moderating how students respond to
digital content. Students with stronger digital literacy skills are better equipped to critically evaluate
online content and adapt their language use according to academic expectations (S. T. R. Ferdiana &
Aina, 2020). Such skills help students manage the influence of informal digital language and reduce
risks such as plagiarism or inappropriate language transfer (R. Ferdiana et al., 2019).

Furthermore, digital literacy enables students to utilize digital tools to refine their writing and
adjust stylistic choices when moving between informal and academic contexts (Hendar et al., 2022).
While this study did not statistically test digital literacy as a mediating variable, the findings suggest
its potential role in shaping students’ ability to navigate diverse writing styles in the digital era.

Journal homepage: https://jurnal.iicet.org/index.php/jppi



Descriptive writing skills in the influencer era: sentiment effects of digital ... 541

Overall, this study demonstrates that exposure to influencer-generated digital content is associated
with variations in students’ descriptive writing styles, particularly in relation to sentiment and
emotional engagement. Positive sentiment appears to support creativity and motivation, whereas
neutral and negative sentiment is associated with more structured but less expressive writing. These
findings highlight the importance of integrating digital literacy into writing instruction to help students
critically engage with digital content and adapt their writing to academic contexts.

Nevertheless, this study has limitations that should be acknowledged. The reliance on self-reported
data limits the ability to draw conclusions about actual changes in writing quality, and the cross-
sectional design does not allow for causal inferences. Future research should incorporate textual
analysis of students’ written work and longitudinal designs to better capture changes over time.
Despite these limitations, the findings contribute to a more nuanced understanding of how digital
content, sentiment, and digital literacy intersect in shaping academic writing practices in higher
education.

It can be concluded that exposure to digital content with positive sentiment is closely associated with
improvements in students’ writing quality, particularly in terms of creativity, sentence structure, and
vocabulary choice. Conversely, content with negative or neutral sentiment tends to result in more
formal and structured writing, but less expressive. This study also highlights the importance of digital
literacy in mediating the influence of digital content on students’ writing quality, where students with
strong digital literacy are better able to navigate the differences between informal and formal writing.
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